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Nontsikelelo Mutiti
Professor, Designer, Artist 
Zimbabwe/USA

“The impact of the program on my life is undeniable – I strive to keep learning and producing work  
  about our culture that presents it as relevant and dynamic. It is wonderful to see my former   
  classmates upholding these values.”



Simba Mafundikwa
Architect 
Zimbabwe/USA

“The importance of being true to who I am and my culture as an Afrikan was drilled into how  
  I think about design. ZIVA gave me a head-start in my architecture career and I still apply the  
  values I learned at ZIVA on a daily basis.”



Kristina Pozenel
Award winning film editor 
Serbia/Zimbabwe/USA

“ZIVA gave me the opportunity to go off to Cuba to continue my studies in film. 
  I couldn’t have done it without Saki’s support!”



Claire Dongo
Digital Artist 
Zimbabwe/South Afrika

“Today I am a multimedia designer currently pursuing my PhD studies in Digital Art
  and lecturing at a University in South Africa, I can truly say –I would not be here
  without ZIVA.”



Rodrick Chakaipa
UX Designer 
Zimbabwe/South Afrika

“ZIVA was instrumental in shaping my strategic mind-set – guest lecturers and professors
  from all over the world, assisted in maintaining the balance between theory and practice. 
  The foundation was set!”



Simon Charwey
Designer 
Ghana

“Saki Mafundikwa’s TED Talk settled every artistic “chaos” within me. 
  It was confirmation that I wasn’t insane afterall – it helped me embrace my culture!”



Osmond Tshuma
Designer 
Zimbabwe/South Africa

“Saki spoke about the need for African artists to draw their inspiration from Africa itself,  
  not from outside. That meant a lot to me. 
  Saki Mafundikwa was a spark for me.”



Kwaku Awuah & Nana Poku
Fashion Storytellers 
Ghana/USA

“At 54 Kingdoms, we are storytellers and our currencies of trade are fashion and Pan-African history.” 
“In our eyes, history has already inked Saki’s name in its pages long ago.”



Donna Tull
Designer/Artist 
Trinidad

“The book “Afrikan Alphabets” broadened my knowledge of different Afrikan  
  writing systems and got me interested in visual language as a means of cross-cultural 
  communication.” 



Amina Maya
Designer/Artist 
Cornish/Seattle

“Saki’s vision for Afrikan design has expanded the definition of design, 
  and paved the way for a new generation of Afrikan creators to redefine their work.”









































Luba:
LUKASA 

Divination board, memory device, 
an Afrikan tablet dating way back into  
antiquity predating the iPad by centuries! 

A lukasa serves as an  
archive for the topographical and  
chronological mapping of political  
histories and other data sets.



Lisanga Bankoko (the Ancestors)

A cultural collective based in Kinshasa 
that aims to preserve traditional culture 
by using natural materials to create clothing. 
Here they use “mayaka” or vegetable pearl  
to make hand-sewn garments, and other  
accessories.















CCI
Cultural and Creative Industries are major drivers of the economies of developed as well as 

developing countries. They are among the most rapidly growing sectors worldwide. 

They influence income generation, job creation, and export earnings. 

They can forge a better future for many countries around the globe.    UNESCO Director General Irina Bokova

According to UNESCO estimates, in 2013 CCI generated $2.3 trillion (3 percent of world GDP) and 29.5 million 

jobs (1 percent of the world’s active population). 

Asia and the Pacific, Europe and North America are seeing rapid and unprecedented growth in the creative 

economy. These regions account for 93% of the global CCI revenue and 85% of jobs. 

By contrast Africa, the Middle-East, and Latin America and the Caribbean have not yet capitalised on their 

potential. For these regions, the CCI represent untapped economic potential, and a chance to contribute to 

the innovation economy and other sectors through supply chain effects.

This is an opportunity for policies that accelerate and sustain a dynamic creative economy that contributes 

to human development progress. Growing a dynamic creative economy depends in part on how proactive 

countries are in grasping opportunities and tackling challenges across many areas—including technology, 

education, labour markets, macroeconomic policies, gender issues, urbanization, migration, and more.

                        Aaron Glantz, IPS




